
lFS"Hg&

:-t$sff'Y

W
Dallas Erickson Testimony

Senate Bill 169
Senate Judiciary Committee

February 9,2A11

s

Mr. Ghairand Membrs of the Committee,

(Neuaer) - A Minnesota man accused of seeking out suicidal people online and percuading them to kill
themselves has been banned from using the lntemet untilhis next court hearing. Wlliam Melchert*
Dinkel---tvho allegedly posed as a female nurse in suicide-related chat rooms-has been chargd with
tuo counts of aiding suicides, but prosecutorc say he boasfied cf coaxing dorene of people to commit
suidde forthe'thrillof the chase," the BBC reprts.

Melchert-Dinkel,47, offered victims fake cornpassion before giving them detailed advice on suicide
methods and pretending to enter into a suicide pact with them, awrdirlg to prosecutors. He faces up to
30 years in iail il convicted, although legal experts say a conviction may be difficult to oHain beceuse
mo$ larss on assistirg suicldes pre{de the Intemet age and because of tfre intemational nature of his
alfrod crirns: gn€ of flE two suicideo fp ic chargd in mnrectian with wag in Britain, and the otfer in

$orry to say, this type of people exist.
This billuould cover it well.

Please support SB 169.

Thank you,

ls there anything in Montana State lawto cover such an event?

Dallas D. Erickson
Montana Citizens for Decency thror.lgh Law
P.O. Box 708
Stevensville MT 59870
(4ffi',t777-5962
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